
            
                         

                

CHARLESTON TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

 

 A regular meeting of the Planning Commission was held at the Township Hall on January 20, 2009. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Art Samson, Phil Larson, Walter Kohnke, Joan Orman, Don Kramer, and Sue Balkema.  

Absent: Karen Wagar. 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  Samson called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. and led in the Pledge to the Flag. 

 

ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA AND MINUTES:      

 

A motion was made by Balkema/Orman to adopt the agenda as presented. Motion carried. A motion was made by 

Kohnke/Orman to accept the minutes of the December 9, 2008 meeting with one correction. Samson distributed a 

synopsis of the new Michigan Planning Enabling Act. Motion carried. 
 

CHAIRPERSON’S TIME: 
 

Samson related he had been contacted by Wagar with questions she had regarding the wind turbine ordinance. He was 

able to answer some of her concerns. It was suggested the commission visit an operating residential turbine located in 

Comstock Township when weather permits. Samson distributed copies of the following information: the City of Portage 

Wind Energy Ordinance, a Planning and Zoning News article titled “More Listening for Less Litigation”, from the 

Michigan Environmental Report an article concerning Michigan’s offshore wind energy potential, a resolution to set the 

schedule for the 2009-2010 Planning Commission meetings, the December 2008 issue of Planning and Zoning News, and 

W-2’s for Balkema, Orman, Larson and Kohnke. 
 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 
 

Orman/Kramer moved to retain as officers: Art Samson - Chairperson, Phil Larson – Vice-Chair, Sue Balkema - 

Secretary. Motion carried. 
 

ADVISORY REVIEW OF THE PROPOSED PLANNING COMMISSION ORDINANCE: 
 

Samson led the commission through a discussion of the proposed new planning commission ordinance. There were 

concerns noted with 

Section 2.B. – Residential interests are not mentioned for consideration in the membership of the Planning Commission.  

Section 3.B. – What is the intent of having a member who is not a qualified elector?  

             3. D. -  Death/disability are not given as reasons for a vacancy. 

Section 4. -      No mention is made on how the Planning Commission member may represent or defend himself. 

Section 5.A.6 – The Planning Commission should be able to initiate amendments to the Master Plan.  

             5.A.14 – Does not specify who holds the public hearing. 

             5.A.15 – Review is limited to what is submitted to the Planning Commission with no allowance made for any  

                        initiative on the part of the commission.  

Section 7. -     Note that by-laws must be adopted by the entire membership. 
 

Samson will discuss these items with the Township Board at the January 27, 2009 meeting. 
 

2009-2010 MEETING SCHEDULE: 
 

Kohnke/Larson moved to adopt the resolution setting the Planning Commission regular meeting schedule for the 2009-

2010 fiscal year. Roll call vote: Kohnke – Y; Balkema – Y; Samson – Y; Orman – Y; Kramer –Y; Larson – Y. Motion 

carried. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

ADJUSTING MEMBER TERMS: 
 

The Michigan Planning Enabling Act requires that members’ terms, other than the ex-officio member, be staggered so that 

one-third will expire each year. In order to comply with that requirement Orman, whose term expired in 2011, volunteered 

to serve until 2010. The terms of Kramer and Balkema will expire in 2009, Wagar and Orman in 2010, and Larson and 

Kohnke in 2011.  
 

REVIEW OF BY-LAWS: 
 

Upon review of the proposed by-laws the commission members had several concerns that Samson will address in a memo 

to township attorney Rolfe. In Section 3.4 Agenda – Add the Pledge of Allegiance to the listed items; the question was 

raised as to why public comments are only on non-agenda items; why is there township attorney time shown on the 

agenda?  Should a section be added detailing when the attorney would attend Planning Commission meetings? Section 

3.7.B. Conflict of Interest – Does a conflict of interest apply equally to decisions that result in an action as well as to an 

advisory decision? Do the listed items apply to both types of decisions? Section 3.7.C. Failure to Disqualify – Should the 

by-laws have some guide lines regarding what actions to take in the event of a disruptive member or citizen? Section 4.2. 

Distribution of Minutes – Currently the Planning Commission minutes are distributed by the Township Clerk, not the 

planning commission secretary. 
 

WIND ENERGY ORDINANCE: 
 

The commission continued the review of the Golden Township wind turbine ordinance beginning with Section 14B.4 – 

Wind Assessment. There was discussion on the necessity of regulating wind assessment equipment if only private systems 

are allowed. Larson advised that this type of equipment is no larger than a ham radio tower and unobtrusive in nature. It 

was decided to revisit this section. Section 14B.3 – Private wind powered systems. Item 1. Property set-back of 1.5 times 

the tower height is considered an acceptable standard. Item 2. Samson suggested the members look at the township noise 

ordinance for guidance. He will research that ordinance. Item 3. It was decided to explicitly exclude “sell back” as a 

prohibited use since the allowed installations will not be commercial in nature. Item 4. No changes. 
 
MEMBERS TIME: 
 

Larson stated he feels the Township should encourage the use of new energy technologies by not over-regulating them as 

they become available to the public. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:13 pm upon the motion of Balkema/Kohnke.         

   
 

Prepared 1/22/09 

S. Balkema, secretary 

 


